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I love Spring. The sound of birds in the air. The earth 
reblooming after a dormant winter. The signs of new 
life and the celebration of the resurrection.

It is the freshness of a new season. A time to reflect and prepare for all that 
is new.

But to get to spring you have to move through winter and even as I write 
this I look out my window and across my snow-covered yard while feeling 
the slight chill from a draft in my office. If I were only to look down I would 
just be focused on the present, but instead I look up and see the beautiful 
sun shining and preparing to warm up the earth and melt away the snow.  

It is hope.

We have been through a long year and as we enter into this spring season, 
I want to point you toward hope. It is a core part of our mission at Circle 
of Care, to provide hope even in the midst of heartache, brokenness, and 
challenges.

Dr. Chan Hellman says this about hope, “Hope is the belief that tomorrow 
will be better than today, and that you have the power to make it so. It is a 
fundamental element of our capacity to live life well."

Isn’t that what we all want — to “live life well”? It starts with hope, an 
awakening, a dawning of a new day with a belief that things can and will 
get better.  

That is the essence of the work we are doing at Circle of Care; building hope 
in the single mother who is working to reunify with her kids or keep her kids 
from entering foster care; the young adult who wants more, but isn’t quite 
sure on what steps to take; the young child who is temporarily away from 
their parents but finds love and safety in a stranger's home; and through 
our counseling program where meaningful conversations take place to help 
someone process their hurts and dream of their future.  

Spring is a time for newness, freshness, and an awakening of all that is 
dormant. But, in order for the dormant to come to life, sometimes we have 
to toil the soil, brush back the dead and cluttered and give the new seedlings 
room to find sunlight, raindrops, fresh air, the crisp breeze, and hope. Then 
we can sit back and watch nature do what it does best; come to life and 
blow our minds with its ability to create beauty.  

Embrace Hope

To provide Christian help, healing and hope to children 

and families in crisis to ensure a safe, healthy, and spiritual future.

Circle of Care Mission Statement

Ministering to Oklahoma’s kids, youth 

and families in crisis through intervention, 

prevention, and restoration since 1917. 
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A Word From the President
KEITH HOWARD



Don assumed the leadership role at Circle of Care in the 
spring of 2005 and stepped down from that role in 2018 
when he took on the role of President Emeritus to help with 
the transition of our current CEO. By the end of 2018 he was 
able to move home to Tennessee to be closer to his kids 
and grandkids. If you spent anytime with Don you knew 
those were his greatest loves, his family and his state.  

During Don's tenure as CEO he led our agency through 
challenging times and made critical leadership decisions 
that our agency is still benefitting from in 2021. He had 
the foresight and wisdom to lead our agency through the 
process of transitioning from a primarily campus based/
residential agency to a community based foster care 
agency.  He chose to do this when a lot of children's homes 
and group homes didn't think there was a need to transition.  
Almost a decade later, his vision and leadership continues 

to be evident as Circle of Care is now seen as a leader in the Oklahoma foster care space.  In addition, 
both Pearl's Hope and our PAL program were launched under his leadership.  

Don was a true learner. He loved history, trivia, reading, and surprising you with his vault of never-
ending knowledge. He went to Maury High School, served in the Army, graduated from the University 
of Tennessee and later received his masters from Tusculum University. As a social worker, he dedicated 
his life to making sure children were safe, loved, and had the chance to succeed. While he enjoyed 
many professional awards and accomplishments, Don’s greatest satisfaction came from hearing 
from adults who had succeeded in life and remembered the difference he had made for them as 
a child. Among others, Don worked at East Tennessee Human Resources Agency, Holston United 
Methodist Home for Children, Child & Family Services, Tennessee Child Abuse Prevention, and had 
recently retired as CEO of Oklahoma United Methodist Circle of Care.

Don was a lifelong United Methodist and was confident that when this day came that he would be 
beside his Lord and Savior. Don was preceded in death by his mother, Ruby, and his baby sister, Kim.
Left to cherish his memory are his wife, children, and grandchildren; father, LC, and his loving wife, 
Lois; siblings: Jeanne & Ed Thornton, Frank & Donna Batson, Bill & Kathy Batson, and many extended 
cousins and relatives, including his cousin Ronnie Batson whom he always considered a brother.

"Don cared deeply about this agency. He understood we were doing more than just running programs 
for children and families, but in fact, the programs were an overflow of God's call on our lives as 
believers to be the salt and light of the world and the hands and feet to the least of these. Don's 
innovative approach to our programs and finances continue to play a role in our success today. I 
realize as the current leader of this amazing agency I stand on the achievements of those who've 
gone before me, this is especially true of Don. He was the CEO who hired me to join his team as VP 
of Programs in 2015. During my tenure serving under him I learned much about our history, processes 
and the strengths of our agency. If I could speak with him today, I'd simply say, well done good and 
faithful servant, thank you for your impact. My thoughts and prayers go out to Lynn, his kids and his 

grandkids - they were truly the joy of his life."  - Keith Howard, President/CEO
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Don Batson 
In remembrance

Obituary courtesy of Doughty-Stevens Funeral Home
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Contact Jason Grewe at 
jason.grewe@circleofcare.org 

or 918-859-8886

CAN WE JOIN YOU?

Circle of Care is preparing its outreach calendar for the upcoming year. As 

churches are reopening, we want to remind you that we offer our staff to come 

and speak at your church about our programs. Churces are vital partners to 

our programs and we would love to come 

speak to your congregation, Sunday School, 

or church group about how you can get 

involved. 

Contact us to set up a speaking engagement!
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STAFF HONORED BY STATE

Tasha Atcity
Development Coordinator

Christine Hamby
Director of Preparation for 

Adult Living Program

Ginarie Harrington
Vice President of Programs

NextGen under 30

In October of 2020, NextGen under 30 honored many young professionals in the state, recognizing 
them as talented and career-minded individuals. The organization awarded two of our own staff, 
Christine Hamby and Tasha Atcity.  

NextGen under 30 identifies and honors talented young Oklahomans as a way of encouraging them 
to follow their lifetime career goals in Oklahoma. They look for creative-thinking and inspiring young 
individuals who push boundaries beyond their years.

Congratulations Christine and Tasha! 

Oklahoma Commission on Children and Youth

Governor Stitt appointed new commissioners representing groups across the state to the Oklahoma 
Commission on Children and Youth. Ginarie Harrington, our Vice President of Programs was 
nominated to represent as a commissioner.

Since 1982, the OCCY has helped create quality systems for children, youth, and families by bringing 
accountability and independent oversight into Oklahoma’s child and youth service system. Its 
mission is to improve services to Oklahoma’s children by planning, coordinating, and communicating 
with communities as well as between public and private agencies. Programs within OCCY include 
the Oklahoma Child Death Review Boards, the Post Adjudication Review Boards, Freestanding 
Multidisciplinary Teams, the Office of Planning and Coordination, and the Office of Juvenile System 
Oversight. 

OCCY Commissioners meet to approve strategic plans, coordinate efforts between agencies, and 
make recommendations to the governor, legislature, and child-focused agencies. They serve without 
compensation for up to four terms of two years each. 

Congratulations Ginarie! 



 I N  H O N O R  O F

Honors & Memorials
SPRING 2021

We regret any errors or omissions. Help us 
correct our records by writing Circle of Care, 
1501 NW 24th Street, Suite 214, Oklahoma City, 
OK 73106, or by calling (405) 530-2078.

Circle of Care sincerely appreciates the following who support this 
ministry through the Honors & Memorials program.

 I N  M E M O R Y  O F
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Becky Black 
Mike & Linda DeBerry

Kelly R. Brack 
Rev. Lynn E. Brack

John & Sherri Brown 
David & Paula Severe

Barbara Bunce 
Natalie Bailey

Jim Carson
George & Jane Cox

Mrs. Molly Casey 
Greg & Mary Ann Edwards

Mike & Leanne Chaffin 
Richard & Dolores Hedger

Clarita UMC 
Harvey & Alene Arnold

Lisa Duckett
Laurie Simmons

Cliff & Mary Duncan 
Charlene Lingo

Greg & Mary Ann Edwards 
Christopher & Maggie
Fuller

Greg & Mary Ann Edwards 
Chris Nighbor

Miquel
T.N.T. Class Members, 
Fairview FUMC

Dr. & Mrs. Christopher 
Fuller 
Greg & Mary Ann Edwards

Duane & Wilma Fullerton
Martha Gillingham

Charles & Pauline 
Gillingham
Martha Gillingham

Grandchildren: Jude, 
Maisie, Anderson, Archer, 
Maddie
Jim & Cheryl Lefler

Lindasu Griffin 
Mike & Linda DeBerry

Rev. Trish Harris
April Coates

Sarah Horton
Elizabeth Horton-Ware & 
Eric Ware

Keith Howard 
Sandy & Jacquelyn
Singleton

Judy Hughes
Martha Gillingham

Kara, Jacob, Kimrey & Justin 
Klamm 
Kevin & Leslie Klamm

Mary Larson
Don & Jean Lewis

Jim & Cheryl Lefler
Shirley Stanberry 

Jim & Cheryl Lefler
Gwen Stanberry

Tate & Tiffany Monroe
Jerry & Nancy Glasgow

Daniel moore
Sandy & Jacquelyn 
Singleton

New Hope UMC Staff, OKC 
Melissa Hayes

Bishop Jimmy & Mrs. Mary 
Nunn
Revs. Derrek & Rebekah 
Belase

Bishop Nunn & The Cabinet
Terry & Daena Koehn

Georgann Osby 
Pat Trent

Gwen Pasby
Lori Montgomery

Rev. & Mrs. Mark Polson
Mike & Linda DeBerry

Jo Ragsdale
Pat Trent

Barbara Reese, Wife
Harvey Reeg

Victoria Rome, Future 
Granddaughter
Madge Chissoe

Gabe & Nate Space
Dan & Rosie Young

Tim Stewart
Janet Kaye Lenox

Annette Stewart
Janet Kaye Lenox

Beverly Supplee 
Pat Trent
Julie Thomas (Birthday) 
Twyla King

Donald Trump
Don Conrad

Ron & Pastor Margo Vestal
Martha Gillingham

Mike & Shirley Walentiny
Martha Gillingham

Rev. George & Rosilyn 
Warren
Cynthia L. Barnes

David & Beverly Wayman
Roger & Sue Weedn

Frank & Nadine Wilkerson
Bob & Marilyn Ewing

Frank & Nadine Wilkerson
Bruce & Robin Wilkerson

Carol Wright
Torry Curtis

All Those Lost To COVID-19 
Don & Alice Lowe

Simon Abele
Grady & Joan McCullough

Cleon Auld
Don & Jean Lewis

Jerry Bailey
Merlin & Nancy Freed

Mark Barnett 
Bobby & Jayne Christensen

Ray & Lucille Blaylock
Bill & Kay Rhoades

Woodrow & Faynell Bowles
Ann Leinn Gibson

Lee Michael Brewer
Dana Vietti

Bob Bunce
Barbara Bunce

Joe Fred Burke Sr.
Gerald & Jane Gamble

Rev. & Mrs. M. Carl 
Cartwright Sr.
Rev. & Mrs. Carl Cartwright Jr.



 I N  M E M O R Y  O F  ( c o n t . )

GIVING IN MEMORY AND HONOR

To set up your gift, please contact Karen Thomas at 
karen.thomas@circleofcare.org, or send in a check with 
the remittance envelope included in your Lifeline. 
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Frank Chapman, M.D.
Judy Powell

Clemon & Rita Clewell 
Grady & Joan McCullough

Jerry Max Coakley
Mickey & Linda Stubblefield

Alice Ann Coffman
Laura Deerwester

Lyle Combs
Coleen Mannering

Lyle Combs
Burt & Barbara Steward

Irl R. & Albie Copley 
Ed & Kris Sawyer

Cynthia Cross
Mickey & Linda Stubblefield 
& Family

Jerry Currence
Jack & Linda Griffin

Mark Dorff 
Ann Dorff

Rena Ellis
Richard R. Ellis Jr.

Lou Everston
Clayton & Rhonda Edwards

Joyce Fondoble
Susan Fisher

H. Frands
Karen Carlton

Wilburn Frazier
Bonnie Williams

Austin Harkey
Gary & Frances Patton

William R. 'Bill' Henry
Phyllis Henry

Harold Himes
David Himes

Wanda Moldeman
Catesby UMC, Laverne OK

Galen & Juanita Holsinger
Payne County Bank, 
Perkins OK

Dale Hougland
Loretta Hougland

Don & Vella Howard
Mike & Kay Moore

Rev. W. B. & Mrs. Hubbell
Kenneth L. & Martha P. 
Tharp

Cristal Jones
Katherine Craig

Bob King
Karlene Gregory

Bob King
Francie Fenderson

Marvin Knight
Donna Rowlan

Rhoda 'Aggie' Kokalis
John L. Kokalis

Oliver 'Buddy' Lane
G.W. & Cheryl Lowry, Jr.

Aline Butler Little
Clayton & Susan Fisher

Mike Mahaffey
Catesby UMC, Laverne OK

W.C. Mathes
Delbert Clancy

Sanford T. Matthews 
Patricia Matthews

DeDe Maxwell 
Kent Maxwell

Rev. Bill McCaskill
Irma McCaskill

Burns & Helen McCaskill 
Irma McCaskill

Royce McNair
Lori Montgomery

Patricia Meadors
Gregory Meadors

Tom Moore
Janey Moore

W.J. 'Bill' & Faye Moore 
Mike & Kay Moore

Kaye Nelson 
Lissa Wright

Fern Nielsen
Karen Carlton

Gladys Rena Nutting
Clark Nutting

Our Parents
Gary & Becky Wyatt

D. Ann Park
Mayfair Heights United 
Methodist Women OKC

D. Ann Park
Lissa Wright

Roger Phillips
Judy Whipple

Anthony & Louise 
Quattrochi
Cheri Lynn Quattrochi

Terry Raliff
Janey Moore

Mr. & Mrs. Waldo Ratzlaff
Donna Ratzlaff

Darrell Roulet
Mrs. Wyneth Roulet, Scott, 
ichelle, Steve & Families

Darell Roulet
James & Suzanne Minnix

Eddie Royalty 
Coleen Mannering

Jerry Schmidt, Husband 
Sue Schmidt

Dr. & Mrs. A. Merrill 
Schnitzer 
Steven Schnitzer

George & Ruth Scoles 
Evelyn Coyle

Floyd & Mary Sears 
Eldon & Lois Cox

Andy Smith
Vivian Smith

Charles O. Smith
Betty R. Smith

Dalton Sneed
Mike & Elaine Frizzell

Wilburn & Jean Terrell 
Marjorie Long

Dr. Mike Thomas 
Barbara Thomas

Dr. Kenneth Tucker
June Tucker

Margaret Tulp
John & Glenda Tulp

Pearl Brannan Wait 
Clayton & Rhonda EDwards

Mabel & Joy Warnock of 
Arkoma, OK 
Nancy L. Clark

William C. Wright 
lissa Wright

Jan Zook
Linda Griffin



S I T E S

Administration
1501 NW 24th St, #214 OKC, OK 73106  
405-530-2078

Children’s Home
549 Mathes Park Drive Tahlequah, OK 74464  
918-456-6166

Boys Ranch
PO Box 999 Gore, OK 74435  
405-530-2078

Frances E. Willard Campus
1616 N Gilcrease Museum Rd Tulsa, OK 74127  
918-583-9506

Holsinger Home 
Enid, OK 73703

Oh Be Joyful Farm 
Haskell, OK 74429

P R O G RA M S

Foster Care Services 
866-978-2956

Preparation for Adult Living
918-456-6166

Pearl’s Hope
918-583-9506

Counseling Services
405-593-6306

Non-Profit  
Organization
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J O I N  C I R C L E  O F 
C A R E ’ S  F R I E N D S  O F 
C H I L D R E N

Supporter - $500
Believer - $1,200
Sustainer - $5,000
Advocate - $10,000
Benefactor - $15,000
Champion - $25,000

H OW  TO  G I V E

Mail 
1501 NW 24th, Suite 214 
Oklahoma City, OK  73106

Online
CircleofCare.org 

1501 NW 24th Street, Suite 214 
Oklahoma City, OK  
73106-3635 

Buy a T-shirt

You can purchase a Circle of Care 
t-shirt online!

visit circleofcare.org

circleofcare.org
         @circleofcareok

shipping 
included

$20


