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Dear friend,
We began 2019 talking about our desire and willingness to
"do more for more" and as the year progressed we found
ourselves doing just that. We stepped up and found ways to
expand and evolve the work Circle of Care does; licensed
more foster families and served more children; raised funds
toward the completion of our Legacy of Care campaign to
build sibling homes across Oklahoma; launched our new
Counseling Services program in the Tahlequah, Tulsa, and
the Shawnee area; and finally dove deep into our programs
to determine if there is a way to do better, be more efficient,
and create more impact.
We focused on building our internal culture and rewriting
our core values. We put our Children's Home up for sale and
began the process of refreshing our logo. Each building
block, placed on another to continue building the solid
foundation for our second century of service to children and
families in crisis.
We believe in providing help and, through doing so, we
believe we can be a part of the healing and hope so many
children and families desperately need. It is our mission that
drives us, clients who inspire us, and donors and partners
who provide for us to do this work as we finish out 102 years
of service. As we close the year, we are equally committed
to doing more for more and that won't change. As you read
this annual report, I hope you see the success we have had
and think about the lives that have been forever changed.
We are in this together, thank you for being our partner!

Our mission is to provide Christian help, healing, and hope to children and families in crisis to
ensure a safe, healthy, and spiritual future.

FOSTER CARE

We Knew We had
Love to Give
James Family Story
Joshua and Danielle James have been a Circle of Care
foster family for three years. They began fostering just
before Christmas of 2016.
At the age of 25. Danielle was diagnosed with a rare form of cancer known as nonsmoker’s cancer. After
being diagnosed she was given 6 months to live.
The words of Danielle:
The type of cancer I have isn’t curable but it is manageable with medication. The medication keeps me
alive but it also keeps me from becoming pregnant.
I was diagnosed in May 2013 and married in January 2015. I have a step son but I knew we had more room
and love for more kids.
One day, I was thinking about the grief I felt for not being able to have children and share children with
Joshua. I prayed and said Lord please give me a child or take the desire away because it hurts too much.
A couple of months later I still had the desire so at that time I realized God gave me this desire for a
reason. I started talking to a friend of mine she revealed to me that she had been in foster care as a child.
She told me that it was the best three months of her childhood and it was the first time someone told her
they loved her.
After our conversation, I knew I could be that for a child. I knew I had that love to give!
Later I showed my husband a Christmas wish list written by a foster child in Oklahoma. It described everything he wanted from a family was on the list. It was very basic stuff. Stuff that we have in spades. He listed
thinks like having his own tooth brush, his own toys, his own bed and his own clothes.
He also asked for his things not to be sold. He asked for clean socks and shoes and for there to be no
fighting. After reading the Christmas list we knew we had love to give we just needed to get started.
Fostering is a journey. Every case is different. Every month is different. Sometimes it easy, sometimes it
hard and emotional draining but the joy I get with the kids out weights the hard times.
The parents we work with are normal people who love their kids and want to do what is best. They had a
bad start in life where things got bad for them.
I’ve learned a lot about what it really means to love. Not just loving these children but loving their parents
because love holds no record of wrong. That was a big lesson for me in the beginning. Some of these
parents have never been shown love before. They have never had someone encouraging them or someone
on their side.
Foster care has changed my perspective on love. Love for kids love and for bio parents. It’s also changing
my perspective on forgiveness and compassion,
The joy I get with the kids out weights the grief I feel. We don’t have a lot but we have a lot of love to give.
My family and I focus on looking for is hope. Hope for me and hope for the kids. My foster daughter and I
talk about how I needed her and she needed me. We are able to love each in this moment and take one
step at a time. Even though we aren’t sure of the future, we are sure of our now which is what matters
most.
Learn more at circleofcare.org/ministries/fostercare
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2019 Circle of Care
Impact Report
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12,043

4%

53%

children were served in
out of home care during
2019 in the state of
Oklahoma.*

of those who age out of
foster care earn a four-year
degree by age 26.**

of homeless mothers
do not have a
high school diploma.***

* per 2019 Pinnacle Context Data
** per Kids Count Data Center
*** per The National Center on Fmaily Homelessness

Preparation for Adult Living

Living His Best Life
Keven’s Story
Keven is a student in the Preparation for Adult Living program.
He is currently a student at NSU and is a first generation
college student.
The PAL program provides secure stable house for students
aging out of foster care. Stable housing gives students the
opportunity to focus on educational goals.
Keven has been in the PAL program for a year and a half.
“It has been very helpful and very supportive, I love it.”
“Before coming to the program I didn’t really have all the
support I needed. I needed a lot of help to figure out life. When
I came into the PAL program I was able to get help with normal
life stuff.”
“The PAL program helps me with school. They helped me enroll in college. They also helped me go to
prom when I was in high school. They help me with all kinds of stuff.”
One of Keven’s favorite things about the program are the trips and the meetings we have.
“I love when we get to go on trips together. It’s really fun and gives us the change to bond. We also get to
have group meetings where we get to talk. During our meetings we get to focus on life skills and also get
to talk about personal stuff. It’s great to get to know other people and hear about their story and what
they have been through.”
“When I first came into the program I was surprised at how supportive the program and staff are. I thought
I would have to do everything and figure everything out on my own. But everyone here is so supportive
and helpful.”
Learning how to navigate through the newness of being a first generation college student is a challenge.
“The PAL program really helps me out. I don’t think I would be able to do all of this on my own. Since I
have received their assistance I have been able to learn and am able to be confident. I think one day I will
be able to do all of these things on my own.”
Keven is a part of the music program at NSU and hopes to receive a master’s degree after he graduates
and gains work experience.
“I am currently taking lots of music classes and would like to major in music education. My goal is to work
at a high school after graduating and offer opportunities to kids who really want it. After all of that I also
want to get a master degree.”
“The staff is what I appreciate most about the PAL program. The staff brings a family like tone to the
students. They are very friendly and I love it. I am very grateful for them.”
“I would say that this place has been a great experience. It has changed my life. It’s been so nice to meet
people who want to help you in life so you can be the best person you can be. It’s just been amazing.
Things have been looking up for me and I really appreciate it. I appreciate all of the students and getting to
know them and their story and becoming family.”
Learn more about the PAL program at circleofcare.org/ministries/pal

Did You Know ...
Approximately 17,000 young people aged out
of foster care in the United States in 2019.
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2019 Financial Report

*These pages are excerpts from the Oklahoma United Methodist Circle of Care, Inc. Annual Audit for December 31, 2019 and 2018
and do not constitute the entire audit report. Visit CircleofCare.org for the full audit report.
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Did You Know in Oklahoma...

*These pages are excerpts from the Oklahoma United Methodist Circle of Care, Inc. Annual Audit for December 31, 2019 and 2018
and do not constitute the entire audit report. Visit CircleofCare.org for the full audit report.
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Pearl’s Hope Program

Ready For the Life
God Has in Store
for Me
Felicia’s Story
Felicia was born into dysfunction. Both parents used drugs. She
and her little brother were removed from the home and put into
state custody several times during their childhood. Her father
eventually went to prison.
At the age of 14, Felicia moved to Louisiana with her boyfriend. They were homeless and mowed yards to get
money for food or a hotel. Felicia found out on her 15th birthday that she was pregnant with Janiah. They
moved back to Oklahoma when Janiah turned 1 year old. Felicia began using drugs and ultimately went to jail
on drug charges at the age of 18. When she got out of jail, she went back to Janiah’s father. Once again, drugs
entered the scene, both Felicia and her boyfriend went to jail and Janiah was taken into state custody.
For about a year and a half after being released from jail the second time, Felicia was able to stay clean. But, as
life goes, challenges arose and drugs became an escape. Felicia and her boyfriend broke up and Janiah was
once again taken into state custody. Felicia says, “In the midst of the separation and loss of Janiah, I began
using with a previous boyfriend and got pregnant. I was didn’t know what to do next.”
Felicia was tired of using drugs and wanted her daughter back. She didn’t want her kids seeing what she had
seen as a kid or feeling the way she felt. She found her way to a rehabilitation program on June 12th 2018. Her
son, Angel, was born November 27th while Felicia was in rehab. He was never taken into DHS custody.
Felicia successfully discharged from rehab on January 29th, 2019 and was admitted, along with Angel, into
Pearl’s Hope the same day. Janiah was reunited with her mother and brother at Pearl’s Hope in May 2019.
It took me my entire childhood and almost the entire 9 months in rehab to TRULY see that my way of thinking
was not okay because this was normal to me. This is all I had seen.
My attitude and behaviors towards other people, myself and my kids have changed. I see myself as a mother
and I’m learning to be the mother I did not have. I’m also learning to be an adult. I have one test left to obtain
my GED with hopes of working or getting a certificate. I reinstated my driver’s license and I have my hope back.
At one point, I did not want to be alive but now I’m so ready for the life God has in store for me and my kids. I
feel like Pearl’s Hope has done so much for me. I actually love myself now. I’m learning how to cook and prepare
meals, do legal stuff like paying my fines, and even have a routine. My kids and I get up every day and do the
same stuff. I love that. It’s stability and accountability. I’m so happy.
Pearl’s Hope Transitional Living is funded in part through an endowment established by Pearl Opel Thorpe
through the Oklahoma United Methodist Foundation. Gifts, large and small, from our supporters make up the
difference. To learn more about Pearl’s Hope Transitional Living, visit circleofcare.org/ministries/pearlshope.
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THANK
YOU
We appreciate our all our funding
partners across the state who make
our services possible to children,
youth and families in crisis:
The Anne and Henry Zarrow Foundation

Oklahoma City Community Foundation

Avedis Foundation

Oklahoma Department of Human
Services

George Kaiser Family Foundation
Oklahoma Methodist Foundation
The J.E. and L.E. Mabee Foundation
Oklahoma United Methodist Conference
McCasland Foundation
Wegener Foundation

“My faith is very strong and I believe God led me here. God has everything to do with
my life right now. All the girls in the house are like my family. We have grown together
so much and encourage each other all the time. I feel like I couldn’t have been this successful without Pearl’s Hope.”
-Pearl’s Hope Client

“Fostering has been the craziest, hardest, most intense, completely
worthwhile journey we have ever taken. But in the end it has all been worth it!”
-Circle of Care Foster Family
“Circle of Care has done so many things for me. I would have never been able
to do all of this on my own. They make things happen. All of the staff have
been really supportive, helpful, and nice. They’ve been through a lot with me.
One day I want to repay them.”
-Preparation for Adult Living Client
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“Circle of Care has made it really easy to serve those in need. They have
already identified young people who really need help. We know that when we
do help, everything goes exactly where it is supposed to go.”
-Circle of Care Sponsor
4
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S A V E - T H E - D AT E
Sanctus Real Concert - SEPT 21, 2019
Angel Tree
Back to School Drive - May- July 2020
Friends of Children's Banquet - April 2020

1501 NW 24th Street, Suite 214
Oklahoma City, OK
73106-3635

Non-Profit
Organization

U.S. POSTAGE
PAID

Permit #1138
Oklahoma City, OK

HOW TO GIVE
Mail

1501 NW 24th, Suite 214
Oklahoma City, OK 73106

Online

CircleofCare.org

Social Media

FB: facebook.com/CircleofCareok
IG: @circleofcare_ok

SITES
Administration

1501 NW 24th St, #214 OKC, OK 73106
405-530-2078

Children’s Home

549 Mathes Park Drive Tahlequah, OK 74464
918-456-6166

Boys Ranch

PO Box 999 Gore, OK 74435
405-530-2078

Frances E. Willard Campus

1616 N Gilcrease Museum Rd Tulsa, OK 74127
918-583-9506

Holsinger Home
Enid, OK 73703

Oh Be Joyful Farm
Haskell, OK 74429

PROGRAMS
Foster Care Services

720 W Wilshire Blvd, # 117 OKC, OK 73116
866-978-2956

Preparation for Adult Living

549 Mathes Park Drive Tahlequah, OK 74464
918-456-6166

Pearl’s Hope

1616 N. Gilcrease Museum Rd Tulsa, OK 74127
918-583-9506

Outpatient Counseling
405-593-6306

LIKE US

facebook.com/CircleofCareOK

