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Christmas Memories

The holidays often stir up the memories of years gone by. I am no different. Growing 
up as an “Army Brat” led to each holiday being slightly different. There were times 
we lived outside of the U.S. and other times when we lived several states away from 
“home” also known as, Oklahoma City.  My family spent a few holidays together as 
a close knit family of four and others we spent with extended family in OKC.  

Now, I find my mind wandering back to one Christmas in particular. I believe it was 
1987 or 1988 and I would have been seven or eight years old at the time. We were 
visiting my grandma in OKC in her comfy little home off S.W. 15th Street. Our family 
lived in Arizona at the time, so it was special to be in OKC with all of our extended 
family for this Christmas season. Even though it was great to be in Oklahoma, I 
had some noted concern on whether or not Santa would be able to find me later 
that evening. After all, we were several states away, how could anyone be certain 
he knew where my sister and I were? It was on this particular Christmas Eve that 
our family decided to go for a drive and view the Christmas lights. Frankly, I do not 
have any vivid memories of viewing the lights, but I do have a very clear memory of 
walking back into my grandma’s house to find…….Santa had begun his night early 
and he found us at my grandma’s house first! I was completely amazed. He found 
me. He knew where I was.  He cared enough to make a detour toward Oklahoma 
City and take care of me and my sister first. It was awesome.  

I love that memory. You know what else I love? I love serving in an organization that 
has remembered children for the past 101 years. An organization that has found 
others where they are, often times displaced, and cared enough to answer the call 
of the holiday season again and again. This season is no different. As I look over 
the December Circle of Care calendar, I count 5 to 6 Christmas parties that will be 
held statewide. Some for our foster families, one for our youth in the Preparation 
for Adult Living program and still another for the single moms in our Pearl’s Hope 
program. I’m certain each of these individuals has the same fears about the holiday 
season: How will anyone know I’m here? But, we know.  You know. And, together 
we show up again and again, year after year.  

We couldn’t do what we do at Circle of Care year around without the incredible 
support of donors, volunteers, community groups, and churches. You all are the 
ones that equip and empower our team to be as impactful as we are. Thank you! 

Recently, our President Emeritus and I were discussing the number of individuals 
we currently serve daily and he affirmed, we are serving more individuals today 
with our direct services than we ever have at any one point in time at Circle of Care. 
What began in an orphanage and transitioned to a Boys Ranch, Children’s Home, 
and Girl’s Home has now expanded across the state beyond just our campuses 
and into 100+ foster family homes and the numbers grow by the day!  Now more 
than ever we need you and your support! 
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To provide Christian help, healing and hope to children 
and families in crisis to ensure a safe, healthy, and spiritual future.

Circle of Care Mission Statement

Ministering to Oklahoma’s kids, youth &      
families through residential & foster care since 
1917 
 
United Methodist Boys Ranch, Gore 
United Methodist Children’s Home / 
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To provide Christian help, healing and hope to children 
and families in crisis to ensure a safe, healthy, and spiritual future.

Circle of Care Mission Statement

Can I let you in on a little secret? We are just getting started on our second 100 years and it is an exciting time to 
be a part of the work of Circle of Care. This next century will look different than our first, but the impact will not go 
down and help, healing and hope will continue to be brought to children and families across Oklahoma.    

I can guarantee you this, we will continue to show up, find those who may not be where they were intended to be, 
and remember the children, young adults, single moms and families that need us.  Your year-end gifts are crucial to 
making it all possible.

Merry Christmas and THANK YOU for partnering with our mission and ministry to bring help, healing and hope!    
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In Oklahoma, there are more than 8,000 children and youth in foster care. The need for foster families is at an all-time high. 
Daniel and Saysha Moore have been caregivers for children and youth in need for over 15 years. They know the difference 
love makes in the life of another, especially in the life of a child or youth. 

Throughout the years they have seen their love, care and compassion break through cycles of generational boundaries. 
The Moore family is passionate about helping the next generation form life long bonds. Children and youth in foster care 
are in need of a “temporary home” that is loving, nurturing and supportive. 

“Fostering is such a hidden blessing, yes it comes with ups and downs, heartache and pain, joy and laughter but seeing 
kids succeed and form happy memories makes it all worth it,” Daniel said. 

Over the years, the Moore's have fostered countless children and youth. Today they are currently fostering a sibling set of 
five. With a total of eight children in the Moore home at any given time, there is plenty of love and patience to go around. 
The ages of all the children in the house range from 1 to 14, with the majority of the children under the age of 6. 

For the Moore's, being foster parents has been challenging, but teaching a child the value of life and encouraging them to 
achieve their goals and dreams is an incredible reward. Despite their ups and downs, the Moore's have walked the foster 
parent journey with no regrets. Serving kids and families is a responsibility God called them to do. Daniel believes it is ev-
eryone’s duty to encourage those who are fostering or caring for children.

Fostering has been the craziest, hardest, most intense, completely worthwhile journey the Moores have ever taken. But in 
the end it has all been worth it! Say "yes" to fostering, call CIrcle of Care today!

THE FOSTERING JOURNEY
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Circle of Care is blessed by the many churches, businesses and organizations who have stepped 
up to sponsor a wish list for those in our Foster Care Services, Pearl’s Hope and Preparation 
for Adult Living (PAL) programs. All wish lists have sponsors, thank you!  There are still a few       
important ways you can help our children, youth and families this holiday season:

•	 Provide PJ’s and Books – In addition to their wish list items, we would like to provide all 
the children with a new pair of pajamas and a book. 

•	 Provide a Bible for our clients – What better way to share God’s love than to share His 
word?

•	 Write a Christmas card - We would like every one of our families and children to receive 
a handwritten Christmas card letting them know that someone is thinking of and praying 
for them.

•	 Volunteer – We need volunteers in Tulsa and Oklahoma City to help with the pick-up of 
gifts, sort and organize the gifts and help with distribution.

•	 Make a monetary donation – This helps us provide last minute gifts to children placed in 
our homes close to Christmas Day. 

If you would like to help with any of the above, please contact 
Denise Ebersbach at 405-613-2276 or denise.ebersbach@circleofcare.  

Thank you for your support! We wish everyone a very Merry Christmas!   

2018 CHRISTMAS PROGRAM

Challenge grant 
matches up to 

$25,000 
for Independent 
Living Program

Circle of Care is raising $25,000 to match a $25,000 challenge from the Paul Milburn Gift Fund at 
the Oklahoma City Community Foundation. This grant will benefit the Preparation for Adult Living 
(PAL) Program, an independent living program for disadvantaged youth age 16-25.

"If DHS can't find a foster home, they have to take you to a shelter," said PAL participant Jonathan. 
"You feel like no one wants you because people don't want broken.

After leaving his last foster home, Jonathan applied for the PAL program to prevent him from  
shelter hopping. Doing so also helped him move past his heartache and focus on personal and 
professional goals.

"They have helped me so much," he said. "There are people here you can talk to.

Jonathan graduated in May 2017 as an honor student in high school, and now is in his second year 
at the University of Oklahoma working toward a Bachelors in Mechanical Engineering.

To donate, contact Sarah Steffes at 405-215-1400 or visit circleofcare.org/ministries/PAL
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GOAL = $5 MillionOUR PROGRESS

Donations to Date = $3,729,348

For more updates, please visit 
legacy.circleofcare.org

The expansion of the Holsinger Home in Enid is gaining 
ground with its 2nd Home and a Clubhouse (right). This 
new home will, like the first, accommodate sibling sets in 
foster care. The two homes together can accommodate up 
to 12 children. Completion is expected in spring of 2019.

To learn more or make a donation, call Sarah Steffes at 
405-215-1400 or email sarah.steffes@circleofcare.org. 

Holsinger Home Expanding

Circle of Care Sunday
Everyone Can Do Something

December 16, 2018
Circle of Care would like to share the impact it’s making in the lives 

of children, youth and families with your support! 

Schedule your speaker TODAY
Contact our Church Relations Coordinator 

Tasha Atcity
tasha.atcity@circleofcare.org

918-402-3247. 

Media Kit for Circle of Care Sunday available at 
circleofcare.org/howtohelp/church-resources

October 2018: Sheetrock is up; brick on site and ready to be put on.

August 2018: Framing underway
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Childrens' Choirs, Edmond FUMC
Jerry & Nancy Cotton

Dr. Tom & Mrs. Dana Harrison
Debbie Craine

Melanie Lindsky
David & Jana Swain

Rev. Emery Mason
Ralph Rector

Rev. Dr. Robert Montgomery, retired
Lowry & Rebecca Blakeburn

Jimmie Nolen
Frances Harbert

Tom Porter
Don & Sue Conrad

Joyce Gassaway Rucker
Amy Renegar Powell

Lynda Taylor Startzman
Amy Renegar Powell

St. James UMC
Ona Lee Cootes

Rev. Don Vaught
Joe & Karen Lenord

Jim Wagner
Amy Renegar Powell

WW II Vets
Harlan & Karen Overman
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Honors & Memorials
WINTER 2018

We regret any errors or omissions. Help us 
correct our records by writing Circle of Care, 
1501 NW 24th Street, Suite 214, Oklahoma City, 
OK 73106, or by calling (405) 530-2078.

Circle of Care sincerely appreciates the following who support this 
ministry through the Honors & Memorials program.

Elaine Bellamy
Mike Bellamy

Dave L. Blakeburn
Lowry & Rebecca Blakeburn

Dave L. Blakeburn
Mary Jo Blakeburn & Family

Bub Brumnet
John & Mary Oxtoby

Clavin & Karla Crager
Lou Templeton

Alex & Mary Dinsmore
Ronnie & Janis Allford

Janice Kay Dixon
Don & Jean Lewis

Hattie Edwards
Clayton & Rhonda Edwards

C. G. Edwards
Clayton & Rhonda Edwards

Dorothy Harris
David & Alta Ennen

Huddleston Children
Asena Huddleston

Marie Mahaffey
Randall Mahaffey

Kori Martin
Rob & Toni Coleman

Kori Martin
Mya Dundzila

Kori Martin
Betty Sullivan

Kori Martin
Madison Noel

Kori Martin
Harold & Lois White

Kori Martin
Michelle Sistrunk

Kori Martin
Gary & Kathy Metheny

Kori Martin
Joe Seely Farms

Kori Martin
John R. & Susan Spencer

Kori Martin
Mary Stonecipher

Kori Martin
David & Sharon Lawless

Kori Martin
Janet Parker

Kori Martin
Michael & Kristine Harris

Kori Martin
Dale & Dana Sprunk

Kori Martin
Kevin & Becky Camas

Kori Martin
Virgil Hoistad

W. C. Mathes
Delbert Clancy

Patricia Meadors
Gregory Meadors

Patricia Meadors
Gregory Meadors

Patricia Meadors
Gregory Meadors

Burke Greider Mordy
Mark & Cathy Melton
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Imagine if all of your purchases helped to make a difference for kids.
Learn more at smile.amazon.com and support Circle of Care.

*This creates no additional cost to you and converts spending into giving!
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Rev. Orville & Elizabeth Parham 
Family

Ken & Marty Tharp

Louise Rigney
Martin & Ineta Bebb

Carolyn Sanders
Mr. & Mrs. Billy Rounds

Mr. & Mrs. C. B. Saviers
Charles Saviers

Mary Jo Schoepflin
Willard & Martha Rhynes

Amy Snider Avera
Bryan & Vicki Mannering

William 'Bill' Staples
Don & Jean Lewis

B. F. Turner
Ada FUMC

Neta Jan Wilkins
Jane A. Sherrill

Neta Jan Wilkins
Don & Jean Lewis

Clare & Myrtle Williams
Lavere Bishop

William Clayton 'Bill' Wright, II
Robert & Nancy Boyd

William Clayton 'Bill' Wright, II
Alex & Elaine Overstreet

William Clayton 'Bill' Wright, II
James & Elaine Wright, III

Bob & Jennie Wright
Pamela Cable

WW II Vets
Harlan & Karen Overman

Dorothy Zumwalt
Diana Neal

Mid-Week Mission Moment
Tune in to Facebook.com/OKUMCircleofCare every 
Wednesday at 11:00 a.m. to participate in a 5 minute FB 
Live Mission Moment with Circle of Care staff, clients and 
special guests. 

Our goal is to share help, healing and hope as we highlight 
scripture, share staff and client stories and encourage our 
audience during this mid-week refresher.



S I T E S

Administration
1501 NW 24th St, #214 OKC, OK 73106  
405-530-2078

Children’s Home
549 Mathes Park Drive Tahlequah, OK 74464  
918-456-6166

Boys Ranch
PO Box 999 Gore, OK 74435  
918-487-5281

Frances E. Willard Campus
1616 N Gilcrease Museum Rd Tulsa, OK 74127  
918-583-9506

Holsinger Home 
Enid, OK 73703

Oh Be Joyful Farm 
Haskell, OK 74429

P R O G RA M S

Foster Care Services
720 W Wilshire Blvd, # 117 OKC, OK 73116 
866-978-2956

Preparation for Adult Living
549 Mathes Park Drive Tahlequah, OK 74464 
918-456-6166

Pearl’s Hope
1616 N. Gilcrease Museum Rd Tulsa, OK 74127 
918-583-9506

Community Outreach
918-575-1621
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Friend - $500
Leader - $1,000
Sustainer - $2,500
Cornerstone - $5,000
Legacy - $10,000

H OW  TO  G I V E

Mail 
1501 NW 24th, Suite 214 
Oklahoma City, OK  73106

Online
CircleofCare.org 

Social Media
facebook.com/OKUMCircleofCare

LIKE US

facebook.com/OKUMCircleofCare

1501 NW 24th Street, Suite 214 
Oklahoma City, OK  
73106-3635 

Friends of Children Banquet
APRIL 6 | 2019
National Cowboy and Western Heritage Museum, 

Oklahoma City

Guest Speaker

Jason Johnson 
National Director of Church Ministry 
at the Christian Alliance for Orphans

JASONJOHNSONBLOG.COM

SAVE-THE-DATE


